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Six Word Memoirs Assignment

According to the book Not What I Was Planning: Six Word Memoirs by Authors Famous and Obscure, someone once challenged Ernest Hemmingway to write a story using just six words. He wrote, “For sale: baby shoes, never worn.” Although it’s a little goofy, it’s also interesting. As readers we wonder why the “character” in this “story” has baby shoes that have never been worn. We also wonder why the shoes are for sale. It’s certainly interesting and fun to think about.

A memoir is an account of one’s personal life, a mini-autobiography. In other words, it’s the story of YOU.

Your assignment is to create a six word memoir for your life. You can write about anything, so long as it’s appropriate for school (if you’re even questioning it, don’t do it!). You might write about your family, or a major life change (divorce, death, losing a friend, etc.); you might write about a sports championship or a hobby you have. Whatever it is, choose something that defines you!

We will look at several examples of six word memoirs, and you will see that almost everyone has a different take on the idea. You can add punctuation or leave it out; you can capitalize words, or leave them all lowercase. You can do this however you want, because it’s YOUR MEMOIR. 

Requirements:

· Your memoir must be six words – no more, no less.

· You must have a VISUAL piece to accentuate your memoir.  We will be going to the computer lab to create your Six Word Memoir.  You will be making a Power Point Slide.  The slide must contain a visual image of your choice.  You may download a picture or image of your choice to a flash drive or email it to yourself to access it in the lab.  If you do not wish to use a personal picture, you may use a generic one copied from the Internet.
· Grading:

· Six word memoir  _________ 20 points

· Visual Piece          _________  15 points




___________/TOTAL: 35 points
