Name:  _____________________________
The Raven: Analysis Questions and Assignment
1. List three verbs that show what the poem’s narrator is doing in the first stanza.

2. The narrator of the poem is sad because his lost love is dead.  What is her name and how does he try to escape his sorrow?

3. What fills the narrator’s heart with terror in stanza 3?

4. What does the narrator see when he first opens the chamber door (stanza 4)?

5. In stanza 7, the raven flies into the narrator’s chamber.  Where does the raven perch?

6. What is the first question the narrator asks the raven (stanza 8)?

7. What is the raven’s only answer to the narrator’s questions?

8. In stanza 12, the narrator sits down in front of the raven.  What is the narrator thinking as he looks at the bird?

9. As the poem progresses, the narrator becomes more and more furious with the raven.  Why does he become so angry?

10. Where is the raven at the end of the poem (stanza 18)?  What does the raven’s presence tell the reader about the narrator’s grief?

11. 
What point of view is used in this poem?
12. Characterize the narrator’s state of mind…find 2 pieces of evidence to support this claim

13. Find 5 descriptive words about the Raven from the poem.

      14.  .Based on descriptions of the bird, what can the Raven symbolize?

15. Why does Poe choose to use a Raven in this poem and not a Sparrow or a Parrot?

16. Find one line containing alliteration and write it here:

17. MOOD is how YOU feel while reading the poem: What is the MOOD of this poem?
a. How does Poe create the mood? 

18.  Some people claim that the narrator of the poem has dreamed this entire episode. What evidence can you find of this?

19. Some people claim that the narrator of the poem has gone mentally insane. What evidence can you find of this?

20. What do you think? Is the narrator dreaming, mentally unstable or just filled with grief?  

