
Writing narrative poetry

When writing narrative poetry a good place to start is with your own life’s experiences.  Choose 

experiences that can be captured in a snapshot.  Do you have a favorite photograph of you playing 

baseball when you were 6 years old? Or, how about the funny picture on your first birthday with you face 

full of cake?  Maybe you can remember funny moment from a special vacation, or a moment with a 

grandparent that is very memorable.  Remember, these are moment in time—not the whole event.  A 

poem (unless you are writing an epic poem) captures snapshots, not 5 hour academy award winning 

movies!

Brainstorm 5 different “snapshot” experiences that you may be able to write a narrative poem about. 
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Next, gather sensory details about that experience.  The best way I have found to do this is through 

clustering idea.  Remember that not ALL the ideas need to be used in your poem, but don’t leave hole in 

the poem that would prevent a reader from connecting to your poem.



Now that you have your images, choose character for your poem.  What is he or she like?  Who will be 

the speaker of the poem? 

The next step, just like in when writing a short story is to determine the conflict.  What are the inner and 

outer conflicts in the even that you have chosen?  How is the conflict resolved?

To identify plot in you poem create your own plot line below. 

Now, craft the lines of your poem.  If it doesn’t come together in the first draft, that’s okay.  Narrative 

poetry always takes a couple of drafts to get the spirit of the poem down on the page.  Remember to 

include a wonderful title that adds to the meaning of your poem. 


