Name:  _________________

Mystery of the Suffocated Seventh Grader

1.  What is the relationship between Liz and Perry?

2.  Who is Gilbert Flescher and why will he be calling Liz?

3.  What do Scott and Liz do to Perry?

4.  What does Liz call Perry?

5.  Who discovers Perry?

6.  What condition does Perry claim to have?

7.  Who do Tina and Tom go to get a master key from?

8. How does Tina discover that Perry isn’t’ in school the next day?

9.  When Tina overhears Mr. Nolan, what doe she assume has happened to Perry?

10.  What does Tina do with the information she overhears?  

11.  Why does Scott think Tina should do the looking outside?

12.  Why is Perry actually absent from school?

13.  Who is actually dead?

14.  At what different points in the misunderstanding could things have been cleared up?

15.  What was the moral of the play?

16.  What lesson did the characters of the play learn?

17.  How did the rumor get continually worse and does this happen in real life?

18.  Tina truly believed the rumor she started.  Did that make the rumor any less harmful?

19.  Do you think Perry enjoyed the attention?  Why?

20.  Did Tina take advantage of her job as an office aid?

21.  Did Tina have a responsibility to Mr. Nolan to not repeat anything she overhears in the office?  Why?

22.  Why is it important to always find out if a statement is true before repeating it?

23.  Why is it necessary in  a play to have  a narrator?

24.  What do the italicized stage directions tell you?

Sometimes even a true statement can be misleading.  If vital information is left out of an explanation it can lead to a misunderstanding.  Take for example the statement, “My parents won’t give me lunch money, even though they are wealthy.”  This may be a true statement, but some information may have been left out.  In this statement the parents seem cruel or greedy.  If the parents had told the child that if he spent his lunch money on candy, he would not get any more, this changes the impression drastically.  Choose three statements from below and supply the missing information that will clear up the misunderstandings that might occur.

1.  My teacher kept me after school just because I said, “Yes, ma’am.”
2.  April gave her brother Joe a black eye.

3.  My mother grounded me for a month, just for forgetting to vacuum the living room.

4.  My son didn’t come home until 3:30 last night, after I had to pick him up at the police station.

5.  My parents won’t let me go to church anymore.

6.  We didn’t do our homework because the sub told us not to.

7.  The teacher told my daughter she couldn’t write her paper on gorillas, but she let another girl in the 

    class write on that subject.

8.  If students give the principal money, he will let them out of detention.

