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The Giver 
By Lois Lowry 

 

 
 

“Memories need to be shared.” 
 

 

Name __________________________ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



2 
 

Activity Page # Date Completed Score 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    



3 
 

The Giver Anticipation Guide 

DIRECTIONS: Circle whether you agree or disagree with the statements below.  Then, write a 

sentence or two explaining each of your choices. 

 

Before Reading  After Reading 

Agree          Disagree 
 

1. It’s important to 

remember and learn 

about the past. 

 

Agree          Disagree 

Why I Chose My Answer: 

 

 

 

 

Why I Chose My Answer: 

 

 

 

 

Agree          Disagree 

2. It’s important to 

have both positive 

and negative 

experiences in life. 

Agree          Disagree 

Why I Chose My Answer: 

 

 

 

 

Why I Chose My Answer: 

 

 

 

 

Agree          Disagree  

3. Individuality 

should be encouraged 

rather than 

discouraged or 

forbidden. 

 

Agree          Disagree 

Why I Chose My Answer: 

 

 

 

 

Why I Chose My Answer: 

 

Agree          Disagree 
4. People should be 

allowed to make their 

own choices, rather 

than the government 

deciding for them. 

Agree          Disagree 

Why I Chose My Answer: 

 

 

 

 

Why I Chose My Answer: 

 

 

 

 

Agree          Disagree 
5. Protecting 

someone’s feelings is 

more important than 

telling them the 

truth.   

 

Agree          Disagree 

Why I Chose My Answer: 

 

 

 

 

 

Why I Chose My Answer: 
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Adapted from “Interview with Lois Lowry, Margaret A. Edwards Award Winner”  
  By Anita Silvey, June 1, 2007 

… In the early ’90s, in a radical departure from her previous 20 novels for young readers, Lowry 

wrote The Giver (1993), the tale of a futuristic society that appears to have everything under 

control, including war, poverty, and old age. The story follows the growth of 12-year-old Jonas… 

Wildly successful with reviewers and readers, The Giver won the 1994 Newbery Medal and sold 

more than 3.5 million copies worldwide. Over the years, the…novel also has been among the 

American Library Association’s most challenged titles…In late January, Lowry was awarded the 

Margaret A. Edwards Award for The Giver. The award, given by the Young Adult Library Services 

Association and sponsored by School Library Journal, honors an author’s lifetime contributions to 

young people’s literature. 

As a girl, Lowry says she dreamed of becoming a writer and “always scribbled stories and poems in 

notebooks.” Her father was a dentist in the United States Army, and the family lived all over the 

world, including Hawaii, Tokyo, New York City, and Pennsylvania. Before Lowry began writing 

children’s books in the mid-’70s, she worked as a freelance writer and photographer, and her 

photographs appear on the covers of Number the Stars (1989), the winner of the 1990 Newbery 

Medal, The Giver, and its sequel Gathering Blue (2000, all Houghton). I visited Lowry at her home, 

in Cambridge, MA, shortly after she learned about the Edwards Award… 

1. What led you to write The Giver? 

In 1992, my mother and my father, both in their late 80s, were residents of the same nursing 

home in Staunton, VA. My mother was blind and very frail but her mind was completely intact. My 

father was healthier, physically, but his memory was going. I would frequently fly down from 

Boston to see them. On one particular visit, my mother wanted to tell me the stories about her 

life. I sat and listened to her talk about her childhood, her college years, and her marriage to my 

dad. In the course of retelling those anecdotes, she related the details about the death of her 

first child, my sister Helen, clearly her saddest memory. But she wanted to retell it. 

 

2. How did your father react to those visits? 

My brother and I had prepared a photograph album filled with images to spark his memory. In 

1956, he had had a green Chrysler that he loved. When he saw a picture of it, his eyes would 

always light up. That day, he came upon a picture of two little girls, and he said, “There you are 

with your sister. I can’t remember her name.” I told him her name was Helen. He looked a little 

puzzled, a little confused, and asked, “What ever happened to her?” I had to tell him that she had 

died; for him it was as if her death had just occurred. I turned the pages to show a house we had 

lived in, a dog that we had had. But within five minutes, there was another picture of the two 

daughters. He lit up again and said, “Oh, there you are with Helen. I can’t remember what 

happened to her.” 
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3. How did you incorporate those experiences into The Giver? 

Driving back to the airport that day, I began to think about memory—how we use it, how painful it 

can be, yet how necessary. What if we could manipulate it? What if I could leave my mother with 

all those happy memories of puppies and picnics and take away the sad memory of the day her 

daughter died? 

 

I began to play with the idea of people who had learned to manipulate memory. I realized such a 

story would have to be set in the future. I began creating a community quite different from the 

ones we now have. I never thought of the book as a science-fiction novel or that I might need to 

explain its technology. I still get letters from readers, usually boys, asking for specific details of 

how the weather was controlled or color removed from objects. But I didn’t feel a need to put 

technology in the book. Nor would I have known how to figure it out! 

 

Questions: 
 

 1. According to the first paragraph, what are some things that seem under control in The 

Giver? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 2.Why did Lois Lowry receive the Margaret A. Edwards Award? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 3.Based on Lowry’s response to question 3, what will be a key idea in The Giver? 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 4.How did Lowry’s experience with her parents inspire her to write The Giver? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Reading Guide Questions – Chapter 1 

 1.Directions:  Record what you’ve learned about the characters & community below. 

 

 2.  How does Jonas feel about the fact that is almost December?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 3.  Read Excerpt 1.  Highlight words and phrases describing the setting and characters.  

 
Excerpt 1 from chapter 1 of The Giver by Lois Lowry (pages 5-8) 

     "Why do you think the visitors didn't obey the rules?" Mother asked.  

     Lily considered, and shook her head. "I don't know. They acted like ... like ..."  

     "Animals?" Jonas suggested. He laughed.  

     "That's right," Lily said, laughing too. "Like animals." Neither child knew what the word meant, exactly, 

but it was often used to describe someone uneducated or clumsy, someone who didn't fit in.  

     "Where were the visitors from?" Father asked.  

     Lily frowned, trying to remember. "Our leader told us, when he made the welcome speech, but I can't 

remember. I guess I wasn't paying attention. It was from another community. They had to leave very early, 

and they had their midday meal on the bus."  

     Mother nodded. "Do you think it's possible that their rules may be different? And so they simply didn't 

know what your play area rules were?"  

     Lily shrugged, and nodded. "I suppose."  

     "You've visited other communities, haven't you?" Jonas asked. "My group has, often."  

Chapter/ 

Page # 

What I learned about the 

characters  

What I learned about the 

community 
Important events 

Chapter 1 

(p. 1-10) 
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     Lily nodded again. "When we were Sixes, we went and shared a whole school day with a group of Sixes in 

their community."  

     "How did you feel when you were there?"  

     Lily frowned. "I felt strange. Because their methods were different. They were learning usages that my 

group hadn't learned yet, so we felt stupid."  

     Father was listening with interest. "I'm thinking, Lily," he said, "about the boy who didn't obey the rules 

today. Do you think it's possible that he felt strange and stupid, being in a new place with rules that he 

didn't know about?"  

     Lily pondered that. "Yes," she said, finally.  

     "I feel a little sorry for him," Jonas said, "even though I don't even know him. I feel sorry for anyone 

who is in a place where he feels strange and stupid."  

     "How do you feel now, Lily?" Father asked. "Still angry?"  

     "I guess not," Lily decided. "I guess I feel a little sorry for him. And sorry I made a fist." She grinned.  

     Jonas smiled back at his sister. Lily's feelings were always straightforward, fairly simple, usually easy to 

resolve. He guessed that his own had been, too, when he was a Seven.  

     He listened politely, though not very attentively, while his father took his turn, describing a feeling of 

worry that he'd had that day at work: a concern about one of the newchildren who wasn't doing well. 

Jonas's father's title was Nurturer. He and the other Nurturers were responsible for all the physical and 

emotional needs of every newchild during its earliest life. It was a very important job, Jonas knew, but it 

wasn't one that interested him much.  

     "What gender is it?" Lily asked.  

     "Male," Father said. "He's a sweet little male with a lovely disposition. But he isn't growing as fast as he 

should, and he doesn't sleep soundly. We have him in the extra care section for supplementary nurturing, 

but the committee's beginning to talk about releasing him."  

     "Oh, no, "Mother murmured sympathetically. “I know how sad that must make you feel."  

     Jonas and Lily both nodded sympathetically as well. Release of newchildren was always sad, because they 

hadn't had a chance to enjoy life within the community yet. And they hadn't done anything wrong.  

     There were only two occasions of release which were not punishment. Release of the elderly, which was 

a time of celebration for a life well and fully lived; and release of a newchild, which always brought a sense 

of what-could-we- have-done. This was especially troubling for the Nurturers, like Father, who felt they 

had failed somehow. But it happened very rarely.  

     "Well," Father said, "I'm going to keep trying. I may ask the committee for permission to bring him here 

at night, if you don't mind. You know what the night-crew Nurturers are like. I think this little guy needs 

something extra."  

     "Of course," Mother said, and Jonas and Lily nodded. They had heard Father complain about the night 

crew before. It was a lesser job, night-crew nurturing, assigned to those who lacked the interest or skills 

or insight for the more vital jobs of the daytime hours. Most of the people on the night crew had not even 

been given spouses because they lacked, somehow, the essential capacity to connect to others, which was 

required for the creation of a family unit.  
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     "Maybe we could even keep him," Lily suggested sweetly, trying to look innocent. The look was fake, 

Jonas knew; they all knew.  

     "Lily," Mother reminded her, smiling, "you know the rules."  

     Two children-one male, one female-to each family unit. It was written very clearly in the rules.  

     Lily giggled. "Well," she said, "I thought maybe just this once." 

 

Reading Guide Questions – Chapter 2 

 1.Directions:  Record what you’ve learned about the characters & community below. 

 

 2. What can we infer about Jonas’s community? What evidence supports this inference?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 3. What can we infer about Jonas? What evidence supports this inference? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Chapter/ 

Page # 

What I learned about the 

characters  

What I learned about the 

community 
Important events 

Chapter 2 

(p. 11-19) 
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Reading Guide Questions – Chapter 3 

 1.Directions:  Record what you’ve learned about the characters & community below. 

 

 2. Read the flashback in Excerpt 2 and highlight information that helps us understand the 

characters and community. 

Excerpt 2 from chapter 3 of The Giver by Lois Lowry (pages 23-25) 

  Everyone had known, he remembered with humiliation, that the announcement ATTENTION. THIS 

IS A REMINDER TO MALE ELEVENS THAT OBJECTS ARE NOT TO BE REMOVED FROM THE 

RECREATION AREA AND THAT SNACKS ARE TO BE EATEN, NOT HOARDED had been specifically 

directed at him, the day last month that he had taken an apple home. No one had mentioned it, not 

even his parents, because the public announcement had been sufficient to produce the appropriate 

remorse. He had, of course, disposed of the apple and made his apology to the Recreation Director the 

next morning, before school.  

     Jonas thought again about that incident. He was still bewildered by it. Not by the announcement or 

the necessary apology; those were standard procedures, and he had deserved them-but by the 

incident itself. He probably should have brought up his feeling of bewilderment that very evening when 

the family unit had shared their feelings of the day. But he had not been able to sort out and put 

words to the source of his confusion, so he had let it pass.  

     It had happened during the recreation period, when he had been playing with Asher. Jonas had 

casually picked up an apple from the basket where the snacks were kept, and had thrown it to his 

friend. Asher had thrown it back, and they had begun a simple game of catch.  

     There had been nothing special about it; it was an activity that he had performed countless times: 

throw, catch; throw, catch. It was effortless for Jonas, and even boring, though Asher enjoyed it, and 

playing catch was a required activity for Asher because it would improve his hand-eye coordination, 

which was not up to standards.  

Chapter/ 

Page # 

What I learned about the 

characters  

What I learned about the 

community 
Important events 

Chapter 3 

(p. 20-25) 
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     But suddenly Jonas had noticed, following the path of the apple through the air with his eyes, that 

the piece of fruit had-well, this was the part that he couldn't adequately understand-the apple had 

changed. Just for an instant. It had changed in mid-air, he remembered. Then it was in his hand, and 

he looked at it carefully, but it was the same apple. Unchanged. The same size and shape: a perfect 

sphere. The same nondescript shade, about the same shade as his own tunic.  

     There was absolutely nothing remarkable about that apple. He had tossed it back and forth 

between his hands a few times, then thrown it again to Asher. And again--in the air, for an instant 

only--it had changed.  

     It had happened four times. Jonas had blinked, looked around, and then tested his eyesight, 

squinting at the small print on the identification badge attached to his tunic. He read his name quite 

clearly. He could also clearly see Asher at the other end of the throwing area. And he had had no 

problem catching the apple.  

     Jonas had been completely mystified.  

     "Ash?" he had called. "Does anything seem strange to you? About the apple?"  

     "Yes," Asher called back, laughing. "It jumps out of my hand onto the ground!" Asher had just 

dropped it once again.  

     So Jonas laughed too, and with his laughter tried to ignore his uneasy conviction that something 

had happened. But he had taken the apple home, against the recreation area rules. That evening, 

before his parents and Lily arrived at the dwelling, he had held it in his hands and looked at it 

carefully. It was slightly bruised now, because Asher had dropped it several times. But there was 

nothing at all unusual about the apple.  

     He had held a magnifying glass to it. He had tossed it several times across the room, watching, and 

then rolled it around and around on his desktop, waiting for the thing to happen again.  

     But it hadn't. The only thing that happened was the announcement later that evening over the 

speaker, the announcement that had singled him out without using his name, that had caused both of 

his parents to glance meaningfully at his desk where the apple still lay.  

     Now, sitting at his desk, staring at his schoolwork as his family hovered over the newchild in its 

basket, he shook his head, trying to forget the odd incident. He forced himself to arrange his papers 

and try to study a little before the evening meal. The newchild, Gabriel, stirred and whimpered, and 

Father spoke softly to Lily, explaining the feeding procedure as he opened the container that held the 

formula and equipment.  

     The evening proceeded as all evenings did in the family unit, in the dwelling, in the community: 

quiet, reflective, a time for renewal and preparation for the day to come. It was different only in the 

addition to it of the newchild with his pale, solemn, knowing eyes. 
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 3. Response:  What inferences can you make about how Jonas feels during this scene and what 
will happen later in the story based on what you've read? 

C 
State your 

inferences 

 

E 
Include 

evidence you 

highlighted 

 

E 
Explain how 

evidence 

supports your 

inferences 

 

C 
Conclusion 

When reading this scene, I inferred that Jonas felt ___________________ 

__________________________________because___________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

This evidence shows that _______________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

In conclusion, _______________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

Reading Guide Questions – Chapter 4 

 1.Directions:  Record what you’ve learned about the characters & community below. 

 

 2.  What did we find out about what it means to be released?  

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

    _______________________________________________________________________ 

Chapter/ 

Page # 

What I learned about the 

characters  

What I learned about the 

community 
Important events 

Chapter 4 

(p. 26-33) 
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 3. Compare and contrast Jonas’s community with your own.  How are they similar or different?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Reading Guide Questions – Chapter 5 & 6 

 1.Directions:  Record what you’ve learned about the characters & community below. 

 

 2. Why was Jonas’s father concerned about Gabriel? What would happen to Gabriel if he 

were released?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter/ 

Page # 

What I learned about the 

characters  

What I learned about the 

community 
Important events 

Chapter 5 

(p. 34-39) 

 

 

 

   

Chapter 6 

(p. 40-49) 
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 3. “Jonas shrugged. It didn’t worry him. How could someone not fit in? The community was so 
meticulously ordered, the choices so carefully made.” (p.48)  

Positives of the rules in Jonas’s community Negatives of the rules in Jonas’s community 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 4.  How do you think the setting of the story has affected the way the characters see the 

world?  Think about the community’s rules that you have learned so far, and the way the 

characters act.  Use at least two specific details from the text to support your answer.  

C 

State your 

claim 
 

E 

Include 

evidence you 

highlighted 
 

E 

Explain how 

evidence 

supports your 

inferences 
 

C 

Conclusion 

The setting of The Giver affects the way the characters see the world 

because ___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 
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Reading Guide Questions – Chapter 7 

 1.Directions:  Record what you’ve learned about the characters & community below. 

 

Excerpt 3 from chapter 7 of The Giver by Lois Lowry (page 55) 

 2.  Read Jonas’s flashback in Excerpt 3 and highlight words that help us understand the mood 

of this memory. Afterward, respond to the questions that follow.  

Jonas remembered it clearly. He could still see little Asher, wiggling with impatience in the line. He 

remembered the cheerful voice call out, "I want my smack!"  

The other Threes, including Jonas, had laughed nervously. "Snack!" they corrected. "You meant snack, 

Asher!" But the mistake had been made. And precision of language was one of the most important 

tasks of small children. Asher had asked for a smack.  

The discipline wand, in the hand of the Childcare worker, whistled as it came down across Asher's 

hands. Asher whimpered, cringed, and corrected himself instantly. "Snack," he whispered.  

But the next morning he had done it again. And again the following week. He couldn't seem to stop, 

though for each lapse the discipline wand came again, escalating to a series of painful lashes that left 

marks on Asher's legs. Eventually, for a period of time, Asher stopped talking altogether, when he was 

a Three.  

"For a while," the Chief Elder said, relating the story, "we had a silent Asher! But he learned."  

She turned to him with a smile. "When he began to talk again, it was with greater precision. And now 

his lapses are very few. His corrections and apologies are very prompt. And his good humor is 

unfailing." The audience murmured in agreement. Asher's cheerful disposition was well-known 

throughout the community.  

Chapter/ 

Page # 

What I learned about the 

characters  

What I learned about the 

community 
Important events 

Chapter 7 

(p. 50-58) 

 

 

   



15 
 

 3.  Response to Excerpt 3:  What do we learn about the community through this excerpt?  

Look carefully at the word choice-what tone does it create?  

 

C 

State your 

claim 
 

E 

Include 

evidence you 

highlighted 
 

E 

Explain how 

evidence 

supports your 

inferences 
 

C 

Conclusion 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

Reading Guide Questions – Chapter 8 

 1.Directions:  Record what you’ve learned about the characters & community below. 

 

 

Chapter/ 

Page # 

What I learned about the 

characters  

What I learned about the 

community 
Important events 

Chapter 8 

(p. 59-64) 
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 2.  Read Excerpt 4 and highlight words/phrases that show why the Committee of Elders 

selected Jonas as the next Receiver of Memory.    

Excerpt 4 from chapter 8 of The Giver by Lois Lowry (pages 61-64) 

     Alone? Apart? Jonas listened with increasing unease.  

     "Therefore the selection must be sound. It must be a unanimous choice of the Committee. They can 

have no doubts, however fleeting. If, during the process, an Elder reports a dream of uncertainty, 

that dream has the power to set a candidate aside instantly.  

     "Jonas was identified as a possible Receiver many years ago. We have observed him meticulously. 

There were no dreams of uncertainty.  

     "He has shown all of the qualities that a Receiver must have."  

     With her hand still firmly on his shoulder, the Chief Elder listed the qualities.  

     "Intelligence," she said. "We are all aware that Jonas has been a top student throughout his school 

days.  

     "Integrity," she said next. "Jonas has, like all of us, committed minor transgressions." She smiled 

at him. "We expect that. We hoped, also, that he would present himself promptly for chastisement, 

and he has always done so.  

     "Courage," she went on. "Only one of us here today has ever undergone the rigorous training 

required of a Receiver. He, of course, is the most important member of the Committee: the current 

Receiver. It was he who reminded us, again and again, of the courage required.  

     "Jonas," she said, turning to him, but speaking in a voice that the entire community could hear, "the 

training required of you involves pain. Physical pain."  

     He felt fear flutter within him.  

     "You have never experienced that. Yes, you have scraped your knees in falls from your bicycle. Yes, 

you crushed your finger in a door last year."  

     Jonas nodded, agreeing, as he recalled the incident, and its accompanying misery.  

     "But you will be faced, now," she explained gently, "with pain of a magnitude that none of us here 

can comprehend because it is beyond our experience. The Receiver himself was not able to describe it, 

only to remind us that you would be faced with it, that you would need immense courage. We cannot 

prepare you for that.  

     "But we feel certain that you are brave," she said to him.  

     He did not feel brave at all. Not now.  

     "The fourth essential attribute," the Chief Elder said, "is wisdom. Jonas has not yet acquired that. 

The acquisition of wisdom will come through his training.  

     "We are convinced that Jonas has the ability to acquire wisdom. That is what we looked for.  
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     "Finally, The Receiver must have one more quality, and it is one which I can only name, but not 

describe. I do not understand it. You members of the community will not understand it, either. 

Perhaps Jonas will, because the current Receiver has told us that Jonas already has this quality. He 

calls it the Capacity to See Beyond."  

     The Chief Elder looked at Jonas with a question in her eyes. The audience watched him, too. They 

were silent.  

     For a moment he froze, consumed with despair. He didn't have it, the whatever-she-had-said. He 

didn't know what it was. Now was the moment when he would have to confess, to say, "No, I don't. I 

can't, "and throw himself on their mercy, ask their forgiveness, to explain that he had been wrongly 

chosen, that he was not the right one at all. But when he looked out across the crowd, the sea of 

faces, the thing happened again. The thing that had happened with the apple.  

     They changed.  

    He blinked, and it was gone. His shoulders straightened slightly. Briefly he felt a tiny sliver of 

sureness for the first time.  

     She was still watching him. They all were.  

     "I think it's true," he told the Chief Elder and the community. "I don't understand it yet. I don't 

know what it is. But sometimes I see something. And maybe it's beyond."  

     She took her arm from his shoulders.  

     "Jonas," she said, speaking not to him alone but to the entire community of which he was a part, 

"you will be trained to be our next Receiver of Memory. We thank you for your childhood."  

     Then she turned and left the stage, left him there alone, standing and facing the crowd, which 

began spontaneously the collective murmur of his name.  

     "Jonas." It was a whisper at first: hushed, barely audible. "Jonas. Jonas."  

     Then louder, faster. "JONAS. JONAS. JONAS."  

     With the chant, Jonas knew, the community was accepting him and his new role, giving him life, the 

way they had given it to the newchild Caleb. His heart swelled with gratitude and pride.  

     But at the same time he was filled with fear. He did not know what his selection meant. He did not 

know what he was to become.  

     Or what would become of him. 
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 3.  Response:  Based on what you read in the excerpt, what can you infer about Jonas’s new 

position as Receiver of Memory, and how do you think his life will change during training?  Cite 

at least one quotation to support your answer.  

C 

State your 

inferences 

 

E 

Include 

evidence you 

highlighted 

 

 

E 

Explain how 

evidence 

supports your 

inferences 

 

C 

Conclusion 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

Reading Guide Questions – Chapter 9 

 1. Directions:  Record what you’ve learned about the characters & community below. 

Chapter/ 

Page # 

What I learned about the 

characters  

What I learned about the 

community 
Important events 

Chapter 9 

(p. 65-71) 
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 2.  Jonas was given a list for rules for his training (p. 86).  Look at the rule and make an 

inference about what the rule might be foreshadowing for Jonas’s future.  (Foreshadowing is 

when you are given a clue that helps you make a prediction about what will happen later).   

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Reading Guide Questions – Chapter 10 

 1.Directions:  Record notes about Jonas’s training & how he changes below.   

 

 

 2. Contrast the Receiver’s living space with the other citizens’ dwellings (houses).  What 

items or privileges is the Receiver allowed that other community members are not? 

Receiver’s living space 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regular citizens’ living spaces 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 3. What inference can you make about why the Receiver is allowed to have these items or 

privileges?   

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Chapter/Pages Details about training What Jonas learned How Jonas is changing 

Chapter 10 

(p. 72-79) 
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Reading Guide Questions – Chapter 11 

 1.Directions:  Record notes about Jonas’s training & how he changes below.   

 

 

 2. What does not exist in Jonas’s community?  Why did they get rid of these things? 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 3. What could snow symbolize?   

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Reading Guide Questions – Chapter 12: 

 1.Directions:  Record notes about Jonas’s training & how he changes below.   

 

Chapter/Pages Details about training What Jonas learned How Jonas is changing 

 

Chapter 11 

(p. 80-87) 

 

   

Chapter/Pages Details about training What Jonas learned How Jonas is changing 

 

Chapter 12 

(p. 88-96) 
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Define Sameness: 
Effects of Sameness on Jonas and others: 

 

 2. What is “Sameness?” How has it affected Jonas and the other characters in the story? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Guide Questions – Chapter 13: 

 1.Directions:  Record notes about Jonas’s training & how he changes below.   

 

 2.  Why did the community feel that they needed a Receiver of Memory? 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 3.  What does the dead elephant symbolize? 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Chapter/Pages Details about training What Jonas learned How Jonas is changing 

 

 

Chapter 13 

(p. 97-107) 
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Reading Guide Questions – Chapter 14: 
 1.Directions:  Record notes about Jonas’s training & how he changes below.   

 

 2. Jonas wonders for the first time what happens to babies when they are “released.”  What 

did you learn about the “release” of babies and older people from this reading? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Reading Guide Questions – Chapter 15: 
 1.Directions:  Record notes about Jonas’s training & how he changes below.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

Chapter/Pages Details about training What Jonas learned How Jonas is changing 

 

 

Chapter 14 

(p. 108-117) 

 

   

Chapter/Pages Details about training What Jonas learned How Jonas is changing 

 

Chapter 15 

(p. 118-120) 
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 2.  Read Excerpt 5 and highlight any words that help you visualize using your senses.   

Excerpt 5 from chapter 15 of The Giver by Lois Lowry (pages 118-120) 

He was in a confused, noisy, foul-smelling place. It was daylight, early morning, and the air was thick with 

smoke that hung, yellow and brown, above the ground. Around him, everywhere, far across the expanse of 

what seemed to be a field, lay groaning men. A wild-eyed horse, its bridle torn and dangling, trotted 

frantically through the mounds of men, tossing its head, whinnying in panic. It stumbled, finally, then fell, 

and did not rise.  

Jonas heard a voice next to him. "Water," the voice said in a parched, croaking whisper.  

He turned his head toward the voice and looked into the half-closed eyes of a boy who seemed not much 

older than himself. Dirt streaked the boy's face and his matted blond hair. He lay sprawled, his gray 

uniform glistening with wet, fresh blood.  

The colors of the carnage were grotesquely bright: the crimson wetness on the rough and dusty fabric, the 

ripped shreds of grass, startlingly green, in the boy's yellow hair.  

The boy stared at him. "Water," he begged again. When he spoke, a new spurt of blood drenched the coarse 

cloth across his chest and sleeve.  

One of Jonas's arms was immobilized with pain, and he could see through his own torn sleeve something 

that looked like ragged flesh and splintery bone. He tried his remaining arm and felt it move. Slowly he 

reached to his side, felt the metal container there, and removed its cap, stopping the small motion of his 

hand now and then to wait for the surging pain to ease. Finally, when the container was open, he extended 

his arm slowly across the blood-soaked earth, inch by inch, and held it to the lips of the boy. Water 

trickled into the imploring mouth and down the grimy chin.  

The boy sighed. His head fell back, his lower jaw dropping as if he had been surprised by something. A dull 

blankness slid slowly across his eyes. He was silent.  

But the noise continued all around: the cries of the wounded men, the cries begging for water and for 

Mother and for death. Horses lying on the ground shrieked, raised their heads, and stabbed randomly 

toward the sky with their hooves.  

From the distance, Jonas could hear the thud of cannons. Overwhelmed by pain, he lay there in the 

fearsome stench for hours, listened to the men and animals die, and learned what warfare meant.  

Finally, when he knew that he could bear it no longer and would welcome death himself, he opened his eyes 

and was once again on the bed.  

The Giver looked away, as if he could not bear to see what he had done to Jonas. "Forgive me," he said.  
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 3. Response:  Create a colored drawing of what you visualized while reading the excerpt 

from Chapter 15.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 4. Explain your visualization and describe the tone of the passage. Cite 2 pieces of 

evidence as support. 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 
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Reading Guide Questions – Chapters 16 and 17: 
 1.Directions:  Record notes about Jonas’s training & how he changes below.   

 

 
 2. What happens to Jonas when he witnesses the children playing war?  Why can you infer 

about why he feels this way? 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 3. In fiction stories, characters who change as a result of what happens to them are known as 

dynamic characters.  Often, main characters like Jonas end up being a dynamic character.   

    What changes do we see that make Jonas a dynamic character? What is causing him to change? 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

Chapter/Pages Details about training What Jonas learned How Jonas is changing 

 

Chapter 16 

(p. 121-129) 

 

 

   

Chapter 17 

(p. 130-138) 
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 4. In fiction stories, characters who DO NOT change are known as static characters.  Who 

in the book might be considered a static character, and how do you know they are static? 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Reading Guide Questions – Chapters 18 and 19: 
 1.Directions:  Record notes about Jonas’s training & how he changes below.   

 

 
 2. Jonas comes to understand something at this point in the story that he didn’t know before.  

What does Jonas understand? 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Chapter/Pages Details about training What Jonas learned How Jonas is changing 

 

Chapter 18 

(p.139-145) 

 

 

   

Chapter 19 

(p. 146-151) 
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 3. What did the author tell us about “release” earlier in the story that makes this so shocking 

right now?  

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 4. How do you think Jonas will change as a result of seeing the video? 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Guide Questions – Chapter 20: 
 1.Directions:  Record notes about Jonas’s training & how he changes below.   

 

 
 

 2. Read Excerpt 6 and highlight any words that show how Jonas has changed.   
 

Excerpt 6 from chapter 20 of The Giver by Lois Lowry (pages 152-154) 

"I won't! I won't go home! You can't make me!" Jonas sobbed and shouted and pounded the bed with 

his fists.  

"Sit up, Jonas," The Giver told him firmly.  

Jonas obeyed him. Weeping, shuddering, he sat on the edge of the bed. He would not look at The 

Giver.  

"You may stay here tonight. I want to talk to you. But you must be quiet now, while I notify your family 

unit. No one must hear you cry."  

Chapter/Pages Details about training What Jonas learned How Jonas is changing 

 

Chapter 20 

(p. 152-162) 
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Jonas looked up wildly. "No one heard that little twin cry, either! No one but my father!" He collapsed 

in sobs again.  

The Giver waited silently. Finally Jonas was able to quiet himself and he sat huddled, his shoulders 

shaking.  

The Giver went to the wall speaker and clicked the switch to ON.  

"Yes, Receiver. How may I help you?"  

"Notify the new Receiver's family unit that he will be staying with me tonight, for additional training."  

"I will take care of that, sir. Thank you for your instructions," the voice said.  

"I will take care of that, sir. I will take care of that, sir," Jonas mimicked in a cruel, sarcastic voice. "I 

will do whatever you like, sir. I will kill people, sir. Old people? Small newborn people? I'd be happy to 

kill them, sir. Thank you for your instructions, sir. How may I help y—.“ He couldn't seem to stop.  

The Giver grasped his shoulders firmly. Jonas fell silent and stared at him.  

"Listen to me, Jonas. They can't help it. They know nothing."  

"You said that to me once before."  

"I said it because it's true. It's the way they live. It's the life that was created for them. It's the 

same life that you would have, if you had not been chosen as my successor."  

"But he lied to me!" Jonas wept.  

"It's what he was told to do, and he knows nothing else."  

"What about you? Do you lie to me, too?" Jonas almost spat the question at The Giver.  

"I am empowered to lie. But I have never lied to you."  

Jonas stared at him. "Release is always like that? For people who break the rules three times? For the 

Old? Do they kill the Old, too?"  

"Yes, it's true."  

"And what about Fiona? She loves the Old! She's in training to care for them. Does she know yet? 

What will she do when she finds out? How will she feel?" Jonas brushed wetness from his face with 

the back of one hand.  

"Fiona is already being trained in the fine art of release," The Giver told him. "She's very efficient at 

her work, your red-haired friend. Feelings are not part of the life she's learned."  

Jonas wrapped his arms around himself and rocked his own body back and forth. "What should I do? I 

can't go back! I can't!"  

The Giver stood up. "First, I will order our evening meal. Then we will eat."  

Jonas found himself using the nasty, sarcastic voice again. "Then we'll have a sharing of feelings?"  

The Giver gave a rueful, anguished, empty laugh. "Jonas, you and I are the only ones who have feelings. 

We've been sharing them now for almost a year."  
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"I'm sorry, Giver," Jonas said miserably. "I don't mean to be so hateful. Not to you."  

The Giver rubbed Jonas's hunched shoulders. "And after we eat," he went on, "we'll make a plan."  

Jonas looked up, puzzled. "A plan for what? There's nothing. There's nothing we can do. It's always 

been this way. Before me, before you, before the ones who came before you. Back and back and back." 

His voice trailed the familiar phrase.  

"Jonas," The Giver said, after a moment, "it's true that it has been this way for what seems forever. 

But the memories tell us that it has not always been. People felt things once. You and I have been part 

of that, so we know. We know that they once felt things like pride, and sorrow, and--"  

"And love," Jonas added, remembering the family scene that had so affected him. "And pain." He 

thought again of the soldier.  

 3. Would the old Jonas have acted this way?  Why does it make sense that he has changed? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 4. What have Jonas and The Giver decided to do?  Why do you think they’re doing this? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 5. What important surprise takes place at the end of this chapter? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Reading Guide Questions – Chapter 21-23: 
 1.Directions:  Record notes about Jonas’s training & how he changes below.   

 

Chapter/Pages Details about training What Jonas learned How Jonas is changing 

 

Chapter 21-23 

(p. 163-179) 
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 2. In fiction stories, the main character changes as a result of facing conflict.  It usually 

happens after the climax or most dramatic event. How was Jonas different at the beginning 

of the story? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 3. What happens at the end of the story?  Why do you think so? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 4. What has happened to the memories Jonas had?  What effect do you think this will have 

on his community? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 5. The author intentionally begins and ends the story in December.  Why do you think that is?  

How is Jonas’s December different at the end, compared with the beginning? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 6. Sometimes authors intentionally repeat an image; then the image comes to mean something 

in the story.  This is called symbolism.  What do you think the sled has come to symbolize, or 

mean, in the story?  Why? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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EXPOSITION:  
Main Characters: 

 

 

Setting: 

 

Rising Action Event #1 

 

Rising Action Event #2 

 

CLIMAX:  

 

Falling Action Event #1 

 

RESOLUTION: 

 

Rising Action Event #3 

 Falling Action Event #2 

 

Exposition –setting, characters, and main conflicts are introduced. 

Rising Action - characters are developed, conflicts are increased. 

Climax - the "high point" of a story in which the major conflicts erupts; 

the point in the story where something CHANGES. 

Falling Action - the events following the climax; a kind of "cleaning up." 

Resolution/Denouement - where story ends; the reader may have some 

sense of "closure" or may be asked to think about what might come next. 

 

 

Rising Action Event #4 
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Final Reflection: 
 1. What did you enjoy while hearing and talking about The Giver over the past few weeks? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 2. Now that you have heard the whole novel what would you say The Giver is really about?  

Why do you think so? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 3. Revisit the anticipation guide (p. 2) at the beginning of the book. Explain how your thinking 

about at least one of those topics has changed after reading the book. 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


