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GRADE: Eighth 

 

TOPIC:  Are High School Sports Beneficial or Harmful to Students? 

 

NAME OF ASSESSMENT:  Spring Informational Reading and Argument Writing Performance Task 

 

STANDARDS ASSESSED:   
 

 Students will cite several pieces of textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text (RI.8.1) 

 By the end of the year, students will read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6-8 text 

complexity band proficiently. (RI.8.10)  

 Students will write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. (W.8.1)  

 

Explanation of Standards Alignment:  

 

RI.8.1. Students will cite several pieces of textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the 

text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  

   Students will respond to text-dependent questions that prompt them to analyze explicit and implicit 

evidence from grade-level text. 

   In their argument essays, students will call on their research, analyzing the claims from source articles, and 

citing the textual evidence from those sources that most strongly support the claim of the sources author as well 

as their own arguments.   

 

RI.8.10: By the end of the year, students will read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6-8 text 

complexity band proficiently.    

   Students will read and respond to grade-level text, demonstrating comprehension. 

 

W.8.1: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence  

   Students will write a research-based argument essay. 

 

 

 

Depth of Knowledge Level of task: Levels 2-3 

Duration of administration:  Two to three class periods  

Materials needed:  

 Video- “Do Athletes Face Unnecessary Parent Pressure?” 

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dqypa_oNQVI 

 

 Text: “High School, College Football Comes With Risk” 

 Text: “Are High School Sports Good For Kids? 

 

 Student booklet for responses 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dqypa_oNQVI
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Overview of Assessment- 

**Note: Suggested teacher prompts follow-please alter and make note of alterations based on your own 

conversational style and the ways in which you’ve talked about reading nonfiction and argument writing 

in your own classroom. The tasks below could be administered in many different ways (scaffolding and 

differentiating as needed.) ** 

 

TEACHER SCRIPT: 

Possible Introduction to Assessment: 

Take a few minutes to introduce the whole of the assessment to the students.  It might sound something like: 

 

“You’re going to have a chance to show off what you know about doing quick, on-the-run, intensive research, 

and composing an argument essay. Over the next couple of periods, you’ll encounter a  

few texts that will provide you with information and claims about high school sports-are they harmful or 

beneficial to students?  It will be up to you to really analyze the information and ideas, so that you can state 

your own claim and justify it, using researched evidence. 

 

For each text, you’ll respond to questions that ask you to identify and explain key details in the text that support 

the central ideas. Then you’ll have some time to look over your research. Next, you will imagine that our 

Warren Consolidated Schools is going to make a final decision about continuing to fund sports programs in 

schools.   You have a chance to write a letter that will be presented to the head of the school board.  Your letter 

should state a claim or thesis by taking a clear side, backing it up with research and refuting the other side.  

Your job is to argue whether high school sports are harmful or beneficial to kids.    Letters are really just a form 

of essay, so use what you know about essay writing to structure your letter.  Be sure to back up your claim with 

reasons and evidence, supporting facts and details from multiple sources you studied. 

 

Part of what makes a convincing argument is the ability to acknowledge the opposing claim and reasons, and 

refute those. So no matter which side you end up taking, be alert during your research for evidence that could be 

used for either side of the argument.  

 

This period is part one of this research project. You’ll have a chance to watch a video and  

read two texts.  You will have the opportunity write to explain key details that help support the different points 

of view on this topic. At a later time, you’ll write your letter, or essay.  

You’ll have a chance then to look over your notes and any of the texts again. 

 

Introduction and Tasks 1-2: Approximately 45 minutes total time 

 

 

Introduction: Video text: watching and listening to gather information for essays 

“Do Athletes Face Unnecessary Parent Pressure?” 

(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dqypa_oNQVI) 

 

“You’re about to watch a news video about athletes and the parent pressure they face. As you watch, think 

about the important ideas and information in the video. After I show the video a second time, write a central 

idea that this video teaches us, and fill in the outline with specific examples or evidence that the video gives to 

support that idea.” 

 

Task 1–Response to ““High School, College Football Comes with Risk” by Jeffrey Perkel 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dqypa_oNQVI
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http://abcnews.go.com/Health/Healthday/story?id=4508074&page=1 

 

“Now you’ll have a chance to study an article about the risks associated with high school and college football.   

After reading this, you will need to complete the chart, writing notes about the injuries and risks that come with 

football.    

 

Task 2– Response to “Are High School Sports Good for Kids?” 

 
“Now you’ll have a chance to read another article regarding high school sports.  Read to find the strongest 

evidence to support that sports are positive for kids, along with problems.  Write to explain this using specific 

details and examples. 

Task 3-AnalyzingAuthors’Claims 

“Use your knowledge gained from the articles and video to complete this chart.  Check the appropriate boxes to 

identify which sources support which claim. 

Task 4: Approximately 45 minutes 

Task 4-Argument Essay: “Are high school sports harmful or beneficial to students?” 

 

“Students, imagine that the school board is having a meeting to decide whether or 

not to keep funding school sports. You have an opportunity to present an essay, in the form of a 

letter, to the decision makers. What would you say? What claim would you make about school 

sports being beneficial or harmful to kids? What research will you call on to back up your claim? 

 

You can address your letter to the president of the Warren Consolidated Schools  

School Board. Letters are, after all, really essays. So remember everything you’ve learned about 

writing essays for this task. Your letter should state a claim, or thesis, by taking a clear side, back  

up this claim with research, and refute the other side. Be sure to cite important references. You will  

want to acknowledge the other side of the argument. 

 

You’ll want to take a few minutes to plan how your draft will go, and remember what you know about writing 

convincing arguments, including...” 

 

Are High School Sports Harmful or Beneficial to Students? 
 

 

Checklist for Writing an 8th grade Argument 
Essay 

 Write an introduction 

 Clearly state claim(s) 

 Provide reasons and evidence from sources 

 Organize your writing 

 Acknowledge counterclaim 

 Write rebuttal for counterclaim 

 Use transition words 

 Write a conclusion and call to action 

http://abcnews.go.com/Health/Healthday/story?id=4508074&page=1
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Student Packet-Introduction 

Response to video text “Do Athletes Face Unnecessary Parent Pressure?” 

(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dqypa_oNQVI) 

 

My ideas before viewing…. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 

 
What is a central idea in this video about athletes facing unnecessary parent pressure? 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  
What examples or other specific evidence does the video give to support this? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What quotes does the video give to support this? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
My thoughts after viewing? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dqypa_oNQVI
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Student Copy-Task 1 

High School, College Football Comes with Risk BY  JEFFREY PERKEL 

 http://abcnews.go.com/Health/Healthday/story?id=4508074 
 Email 

THURSDAY, July 26 (HealthDay News) -- With the school football season just around the corner, a new study 

is raising awareness of the risks associated with playing the game. 

Researchers found that college football players get injured more often than their high school counterparts, but 

high school athletes are more likely to end up severely injured. 

The new findings also point to "where the focus should be in terms of prevention," said Dr. Cynthia LaBella, 

medical director of the Institute for Sports Medicine at Children's Memorial Hospital, in Chicago. She was not 

involved in the study, which is published in the August issue of the American Journal of Sports Medicine. 

A second report on youth sports injuries was also released Thursday, this time by the U.S. Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention. That study, published in this week's issue of Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report, 

found that boys aged 10 to 14 were most likely to end up in the nation's emergency departments with a 

traumatic brain injury, and that activities such as bicycling, horseback riding, football, basketball and use of all-

terrain vehicles (ATVs) were most often to blame. 

The football study was led by R. Dawn Comstock, a primary investigator at the Center for Injury Research and 

Policy at Children's Hospital in Columbus, Ohio. Her team collected injury reports for the 2005-2006 football 

season from 100 high schools and 55 colleges across the country via two Internet-based systems -- the High 

School Reporting Information Online (RIO) and National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) Injury 

Surveillance System, respectively. 

Based on almost 1,900 injury reports submitted to the RIO, the researchers estimate there were 517,726 

football-related injuries during the 2005-2006 season at the high school level across the United States. The 

NCAA system logged more than 3,500 injuries in its database during the same period. 

Not unexpectedly, college players were about twice as likely to injure themselves as high school students, 

Comstock said, suffering 8.6 injuries per 1,000 "athlete-exposures" (a practice or competition), compared with 

high school athletes' 4.36 injuries/1,000. 

But the researcher said she was surprised to find that the distribution of injuries differed, with fractures, 

concussions, and season-ending injuries more common among high school athletes. 

For instance, injuries to the lower leg, ankle and foot were common at both the high school and college levels. 

But while the knee is the second most-injured site among high school players, hip and thigh injuries were more 

common in college athletes. 

The study comes on the heels of findings released in July that found a much higher rate of catastrophic head 

injury among high school football players compared to college players. 

http://abcnews.go.com/Health/Healthday/story?id=4508074
http://api.addthis.com/oexchange/0.8/forward/email/offer?url=http://abcnews.go.com/Health/Healthday/story?id=4508074&page=1&title=High+School%2C+College+Football+Comes+With+Risk
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LaBella noted that, if anything, this study is underestimating injuries at the high school level, because only 

schools with an athletic trainer on staff were included. It's possible that such schools have better resources and 

equipment than less well-funded schools, she said. 

According to Comstock, the impetus behind this study was the lack of any injury reporting system at the high 

school level to match the NCAA's, which has been in place for more than 20 years. 

"We set out to replicate the NCAA system at the high school level," Comstock explained. "That's important, 

because right now, rules, protective equipment, and education at the high school level are largely based on 

information collected on college athletes, and high school athletes are not merely miniature versions of their 

collegiate counterparts." 

High school athletes are less physically mature and have less muscle mass than collegiate athletes, for instance. 

They also have incomplete growth plates, meaning their bones are still developing. Inexperienced athletic 

techniques can also exacerbate their risk of injury, Comstock said. 

But better coaching might help. For instance, Comstock noted that most injuries occurred during tackles, and 

that the most injured positions were running backs and linebackers. "So, at the high school level, especially with 

younger players, coaches can make sure the athletes are very well-coached in the technique of tackling and are 

physically able to perform a tackle before they are allowed to play." 

The CDC study showed that football is just one of many recreational activities in which young people can suffer 

serious harm. Poring over data from 2001-2005 from the National Electronic Injury Surveillance System--All 

Injury Program, the researchers looked at the causes of almost 208,000 nonfatal sports and recreation-linked 

brain injuries. 

Kids aged 10 to 14 were at highest risk for these injuries, and males accounted for more than 70 percent of head 

trauma cases, the CDC report found. Activities linked to high rates of emergency department admissions for 

brain trauma included ATV use, use of mopeds/dirtbikes/minibikes, bicycling, golf and scooter use. 

So, sports and recreation can cause injury, the experts say, especially when safety equipment is lacking or safety 

rules are ignored. And yet Comstock also emphasized that parents should not use her team's study as an excuse 

to take their children out of football. 

"We have an epidemic of obesity in this country, and sports is one of the best ways for kids to incorporate 

exercise in their lives," she said. "Parents can help keep kids safe by making sure they wear all the appropriate 

protective equipment, and that their protective equipment fits properly and is in good repair." 

LaBella added that parents can also help their children by ensuring that they maintain good physical 

conditioning year-round, are properly coached in techniques such as tackling and falling, and -- perhaps most 

important -- that they tell someone, whether a parent, coach, or athletic trainer, if they are injured, especially in 

the head. 

In the case of a concussion, the consequences of returning to the field before the injury has healed can range 

from post-concussive disorder (which includes chronic headaches, memory problems, sleep disturbances and 

depression) to, rarely, death, in the event of a secondary injury. 
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"Encourage your child to let you know if they have pain or if they notice something different after a hit or a 

game," LaBella said. "It is not your job to know if something is important -- let the medical professionals make 

that decision." 

Student Copy 

Task 1: Response to “High School, College Football Comes with Risk” 

 

This article presents and explains many reasons why high school and college football players are at risk for 

injuries.   Complete the outline below with reasons that the article gives supporting this idea, and at least one 

quote from the article to explain or support that reason. 

 

 

Additional examples from the text that support the central idea of this article….. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What can athletes and 

parents do to prevent 

injuries?  

What quotes support 

the central idea in this 

article? 

QUESTIONS 
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Student Copy-Task 2 

Are High School Sports Good for Kids? 
 

By Daniel Gould, Ph.D. 

Director, Institute for the Study of Youth Sports 

 

High school sports are an integral part of the fabric of Americans society with over 5 million 

youth participating in any school year. Here in Michigan almost 300,000 young people take 

part in high school sports every year. Moreover, school sports are justified because of their 

potential educational benefits. For example, the mission statement of the National 

Federation of State High School Activity Associations indicates that it promotes 

“participation and sportsmanship” in an effort to “develop good citizens through 

interscholastic activities which provide equitable opportunities, positive recognition and 

learning experiences to students while maximizing the achievement of educational goals.” 

 

Not only are school sports justified on educational grounds, but researchers have shown that 

participation in them and other extracurricular activities have positive effects on 

adolescents. For example, a multiyear study conducted in Michigan has shown that children 

who participate in sports have increased educational aspirations, closer ties to school and 

increased occupational aspirations in youth. It has been demonstrated, then, that school 

sports participation has a number of desirable benefits. 

 

This does not mean, however, that school sports are not without problems. An overemphasis 

on winning, year-round single sport participation, and difficulties finding qualified coaches 

are but a few of concerns facing leaders in the area. The over-emphasis on winning issue is 

especially significant as when this occurs the educational objectives for involvement are 

often forgotten. 

 

And while principals, athletic directors, and coaches have the ultimate responsibility for 

keeping winning in the proper perspective and must be held accountable for their actions, 

let’s not place all the blame on them. The general public, parents and society is placing more 

emphasis on winning than ever before which, at times, pressures athletic personnel to 

deviate from the athlete-centered educational and personal development mission. We cannot 

let this happen. The educational objectives of high school sports must be recognized and 

placed in the forefront. 

 

This does not imply that winning is unimportant and should not be emphasized at all. 

Leading youth development experts contend that one of the potential benefits of sports 

participation is the development of initiative or the ability to set and go after goals, which is 

part of the competitive process. Moreover, in a recent Institute for the Study of Youth Sports 

investigation of outstanding high school coaches who were recognized for the character and 

citizenship building contributions to players we found that these individuals were highly 

successful (winning over 70% of their games). They stressed winning, but never put 

winning before the personal and educational development of their players. Instead, they 

maintained a strong educational philosophy and did not just talk about building character in 

their players, but took daily actions to do so while at the same time pursuing excellence. 
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The bottom line is that high school sports are still a highly desirable activity for students to 

participate in and should be supported for their educational benefits. However, we as taxpayers 

and proponents of positive youth development must insist that their educational objectives 

always come first. We cannot knowingly or unknowingly let winning become the only goal and 

must support school district, athletic director and coach efforts to always put the education and 

development of the student-athlete first. 
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Student Copy-Task 2                                                                                                                                 

Response to “Are High School Sports Good for Kids? 
This article presents and explains many reasons why high school sports are a desirable and positive activity for 

students to participate in.   Complete the outline below …… 

 

What do they experts say about high school students’ participation in 
sports?                                     

 
Positive Effects on Youth Problems that May Occur 

 

Reason- 
 
 
 
Evidence- 

Reason- 
 
 
 
Evidence- 
 
 

Reason- 
 
 
 
Evidence- 

Reason- 
 
 
 
Evidence- 
 
 
 
 
 

Reason- 
 
 
 
Evidence- 

Reason- 
 
 
 
Evidence- 
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Student Copy-Task 3 

Analyzing Authors’ Claims 

1. Look at the claims in the table. Decide if the information in the article “High School, College Football 

Comes with Risk,” the article “Are High School Sports Good for Kids?” both articles, or neither of the 

articles supports each claim. Check the box that identifies the source that supports each claim. There will 

be only one box selected for each claim.  

 

 

Claim “High School, 

College Football 

Comes with Risk” 

“Are High School 

Sports Good for 

Kids?” 

Both 

articles 

Neither 

article 

Participating in sports has a positive effect 

on students’ educational goals. 

    

Participating in team sports can have effects 

that last beyond their high school and 

college. 

    

Students who participate in team sports are 

less likely to complete high school or 

college. 

    

It is the coach’s responsibility to make sure 

that all athletes know proper techniques for 

their sport. 
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2. All of the sources provide information about student athletes. Which source would most likely be 

relevant to students researching the negative effects of playing sports? Justify your answer and support it 

with two pieces of information from the source.  

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. The video “Do Athletes Face Unnecessary Parent Pressure?” describes how parents want their kids to 

become better athletes so that they can earn a college scholarship.  Explain how the information in the 

second article, “Are High School Sports Good for Kids?” adds to the reader's understanding of the 

potential benefits of participating in team sports.   Give two details from the article “Are High School 

Sports Good for Kids?” to support your explanation.  

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Task 4-Argument Essay 
 

Your task is to take a position on whether overall sports are good or bad for students.   Write an argument essay 

in which you clearly state your position, and then support that claim with evidence from the texts you’ve read 

and watched.    
 

Are High School Sports Harmful or Beneficial to Students? 
 

 

Checklist for Writing an 8th grade 
Argument Essay 

 

 Write an introduction 
 

 Clearly state claim(s) 
 

 Provide reasons and evidence from sources 
 

 Organize your writing 
 

 Acknowledge counterclaim 
 

 Write rebuttal for counterclaim 
 

 Use transition words 
 

 Write a conclusion and call to action 
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Argument Writing Graphic Organizer-8th  

Introduce your claim(s), hooking your reader and establishing a formal style. 

 

 

 

 

Support your claim(s) with more than one reason, introducing them in a logical order.  Then, give more than 

one piece of evidence to support each reason.  Remember, relevant, accurate data and evidence should 

demonstrate an understanding of the topic and come from credible sources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 

 

Name_________________________________ 

   

Evidence 

Reason

s 

Counter-claim(s) Rebuttal 
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Name__________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________



Eighth Grade Spring Performance Task 
 

16 

                                      Warren Consolidated Schools           January 2017 
                                                                                                                  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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SBAC  4 point Argument Writing Rubric Grades 6-12 

 
Score 

Statement of Purpose/Focus and organization Development: Language and Elaboration of Evidence  
Conventions Statement of Purpose/ focus Organization Elaboration of Evidence Language and Vocabulary 

 
 
 
 
 

4 

The response is fully sustained and 
consistently and purposefully focused: 
 
-claim is clearly stated, focused and 
strongly maintained 
 
-alternate or opposing claims are 
clearly addressed* 
 
-claim is introduced and 
communicated clearly within the 
context 

The response has a clear 
and effective 
organizational structure 
creating unity and 
completeness: 
 
-effective, consistent use 
of a variety of transitional 
strategies 
 
-logical progression of 
ideas from beginning to 
end 
 
-effective introduction 
and conclusion for 
audience and purpose 
 
-strong connections  
among ideas, with some  
syntactic variety 

The response provides  
thorough and convincing  
support/evidence for the  
writer’s claim that includes  
the effective use of sources,  
facts, and details. The  
response achieves  
substantial depth that is  
specific and relevant: 
 
-use of evidence from  
source is smoothly  
integrated, comprehensive,  
relevant and concrete 
 
-effective use of a variety of  
elaborative techniques 

 
 
 
 

The response clearly and effectively expresses ideas, 
using precise language: 
 
-use of academic and  
domain-specific  
vocabulary is clearly  
appropriate for the  
audience and purpose 

The response 
demonstrates a strong 
command of conventions: 
 
-few, if any, errors are 
present in usage and 
sentence formation 
 
-effective and consistent 
use of punctuation, 
capitalization, and spelling 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3 

The response is adequately sustained 
and generally focused: 
 
-claim is clear and for the most part 
maintained, though some loosely 
related material may be present 
 
-context provided for the claim is 
adequate 

 
 
 

The response has an 
evident organizational 
structure and a sense of 
completeness, though 
there may be minor flaws 
and some ideas may be 
loosely connected: 
 
-adequate use of 
transitional strategies 
with some variety 
-adequate progression of 
ideas from beginning to 
end 
-adequate introduction 
and conclusion 
-adequate, if slightly 
inconsistent, connection 
among ideas 

The response provides adequate 
support/evidence for writer’s claim that 
includes the use of sources, facts, and 
details.  The response achieves some depth 
and specificity but is predominately general: 
 
-some evidence from sources is integrated, 
though citations may be general or 
imprecise 
 
-adequate use of some elaborative 
techniques 

The response adequately  
expresses ideas 
employing a mix of  
precise with more  
general language: 
 
-use of domain-specific  
vocabulary is generally  
appropriate for the  
audience and purpose 
 

The response 
demonstrates an 
adequate command of 
conventions: 
 
-some errors in usage and 
sentence formation may 
be present, but no 
systematic pattern of 
errors is displayed 
 
-adequate use of 
punctuation, 
capitalization, and spelling 

 
 
 
2 
 
 

The response is somewhat sustained 
and may have a minor drift in focus: 
 
-may be clearly focused  
on the claim but is  
insufficiently sustained 
 
-claim on the issue may  
be somewhat unclear and  
unfocused 

The response has an 
inconsistent 
organizational structure, 
and flaws are evident: 
 
-inconsistent use of basic 
transitional strategies 
with little variety 
 
-uneven progression of 
ideas from beginning to 
end 
 
-introduction and 
conclusion, if present, are 
weak 
 
-weak connection among 
ideas 

The response provides uneven, cursory 
support/   
evidence for the writer’s  
claim that includes partial or  
uneven use of sources,  
facts, and details, and  
achieves little depth: 
 
-evidence from sources is weakly integrated, 
and citations, if present, are uneven 
 
-weak or uneven use of  

elaborative techniques 
 
  

 

The response expresses ideas unevenly, using simplistic 
language: 
 
-use of domain-specific  
vocabulary may at times  
be inappropriate for the  
audience and purpose 

The response  
demonstrates a  
partial command of  
conventions: 
 
-frequent errors in  
usage may obscure  
meaning 
 
-inconsistent use of  
punctuation,  
capitalization, and  
spelling 

 
 
1 

The response may be  
related to the purpose  
but may offer little  
relevant detail: 
 
-may be very brief 
 
-may have a major drift 
 
-claim may be confusing  
or ambiguous 

The response has little or 
no discernible 
organizational structure: 
 
-few or no transitional 
strategies are evident 
 
-frequent extraneous 
ideas may intrude 

 

The response provides  
minimal support/evidence  
for writer’s claim that  
includes little or no use of  
sources, facts, and details: 
 
-use of evidence from  
sources is minimal, absent,  
in error, or irrelevant 

The response expression of ideas is vague, lacks clarity, 
or is confusing: 
 
-uses limited language or domain-specific vocabulary 
 
-may have little sense of audience and purpose 

The response 
demonstrates a lack of 
command of conventions: 
 
-errors are frequent and 
severe and meaning is 
often obscure 

0 A response gets no credit if it provides no evidence of the ability to(fill in with key language from the intended target). 
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